[Pregnancy in WAG/Rij rats--changes in the levels of progesterone, estradiol and generalized absence epilepsy].
Progesterone and oestradiol serum level was investigated in WAG/Rij rats with genetically determined absences. Blood samples were drawn before and after the pregnancy following the parturition. The serum concentration of progesterone increased after the 3rd day of pregnancy. There is no increasing of oestradiol during pregnancy as large as this. The progesterone is kept high to the 18th day of pregnancy and drastically decreased before the parturition. Common duration of absences--spontaneous spikewave discharges (SWD), frequency and the duration of every SWD decreased from 3rd to 19th days of pregnancy before the parturition. On the basis of these data and modern investigations, regulation of GABAA receptor expression during pregnancy by progesterone (Brusaartd A. B. et al., 1999) it can be assumed that the changes in the parameters of SWD are possibly correlated with the progesterone changes in serum during pregnancy in WAG/Rij rats.